CHUTE FOREST PARISH COUNCIL

MARCH 2010
Minutes of the Chute Forest Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 18 March 2010
Present:  Cllr R Cherrington (Chairman), Cllr D Close (Vice Chairman), Cllr P Caddick, Cllr D Pike and Cllr D Milligan
In Attendance: 

1. Apologies for Absence. Wilts Cllr C Howard and CPSO M Downham
2. Declaration of Interest in Items on the Agenda – Cllr P Caddick declared a pecuniary interest in item 8.2.
3. General Public – No questions asked.
4. Minutes of previous meeting.  Minutes of the previous meeting of 21 January 2010 having been circulated, Cllr Caddick proposed that the minutes be signed as a true record, seconded by Cllr Milligan.
Carried and duly signed by the Chairman.

5. Matters arising.  None that do not appear on the agenda
6. Correspondence - As received and if necessary held at the clerk’s office.
6.1 WALC – December News Letter.

6.2 Best Kept Village Competition.

6.3 NW Downs AONB News Letter.

The Members noted the correspondence.
7. Finance. 

7.1 The RFO presented for approval a current liquidity statement and bank reconciliation as at 16 March 2010. 
Members noted the statement and reconciliation, but had no comment at this time.
7.2 Having considered the request for payment of Village Hall hire fess for Jul 09-Mar 10 of £61.00.
Members RESOLVED to authorise the payment.

7.3 Having considered the Clerk’s half yearly Salary and expenses of £536.67 and £74.51 respectively.

Members RESOLVED to authorise the payment.

7.4 Having discussed a request from TCAP to provide financial support Members deferred a decision to the next meeting and directed the Clerk to invite TNBG Commander to attend the next meeting.  In the meantime the Chairman will discuss the matter with the Chairman of Chute PC as he represents both PCs at TCAP meetings.
Action: Clerk & Chairman

8. Planning. 
 
8.1 E/10/0144/FUL - The Old Dairy, Chute Forest.  Having considered previously considered this application 
Members RESOLVED to not raise any comment.
8.2 Tree Preservation Order (TPO) – Land to the immediate west of Chute Forest Cottage.  Cllr P Caddick having earlier disclosed a pecuniary interest withdrew from the meeting at 7.55pm.  The Members then discussed the TPO and noted that the land owners had lodged an appeal against the making of a Tree Replacement Notice by Wiltshire Council.   The appeal is to be heard at 1030am on Tuesday 13 April 2010 in Chute Village Hall.  Anyone can attend the appeal hearing but may only speak with the permission of the Inspector.
 Cllr Caddick rejoined the meeting at 8.02pm
9. Tidworth Area Board.
Having attended the TCAB meeting on Monday 15 March Cllr P Caddick reported the following:
9.1 Health Joint Strategic Needs Assessment the Key Points of which were – 
9.1.1 Review across Wiltshire, covering life expectancy, teenage pregnancy, alcohol, childhood obesity, smoking, domestic violence.
9.1.2 Tidworth Community Area rated 6th out of 20 in Wilts
9.1.3 Points from the floor: Poor Ambulance response times; GP surgeries not open in the evenings or at weekends.  WC Reply: Working on improvements
9.2 Police.  The Protection Services Team is small but only deals with those very serious crimes.
9.3 Military.  A new Garrison Theatre is to open in Tidworth in 2013 and will be easily accessible by non military users. 

9.4 Flood Map.  The PC was requested to complete a flood map and questionnaire.  Cllrs Pike and Caddick agreed to do this.

Action:  Cllrs Pike & Caddick

 10. Footpaths.
Cllr Close reported that on FP2 the farmer had erected an electric fence so close to the line of the footpath that the fence is causing an obstruction.  Cllr Close agreed to phone the landowner.

Action: Cllr Close.

11. Playing Fields.  The Chairman reported that he had met with the Chairman of Chute PC, Chairman of the KGPF Management Committee and Ms K Fielding from WALC to look at the current constitution with a view to amending or possibly changing it in order to achieve the best possible solution for both KGPF and the Parish Councils of Chute and Chute Forest.  That meeting established that there were three possible options, which are as follows:

11.1 A joint Advisory Committee of the two Parish Councils.

11.2 A Joint Committee of the two Parish Councils, with Executive Functions.

11.3 The Setting up of a Charitable Trust.

The Chairman anticipated that he would be bringing forward a firm set of options to the next meeting and in the meantime requested that the Clerk circulate the current draft options to the members.
Action: Clerk.

12. Village Hall.  Cllr Milligan reported that some remedial work had taken place on the fabric of the hall and that a summary of the rough order of costs and priorities of works had been requested.
13.  Roads.
Cllr Pike reported that the pond pipe at Forrest House may be blocked and that the Parish Steward has been tasked to rod the pipe.  Moreover, the Parish Steward has agreed to try to resource a grit bin for Tangley Bottom, and he is clearing the Grips on a regular basis.
14.
Annual Parish Meeting.
14.1
IAW LGA 1972 Sch 12 para 14 the location, time and date of the Annual Parish Meeting was confirmed as 7.30pm on Thursday 15th April 2010 in Chute Village Hall.
14.2.
The invitation to attend list was confirmed as follows:
14.2.1 Wilts County C’llr C Howard.

14.2.2 Wilts County Senior Roads Technician - P Bollan.
14.2.3 Wiltshire Constabulary Representative – Sgt M Freeman
14.2.4 Village Hall Committee Representative – C Wall
14.2.5 Chute Relief in Need Representative – M Sykes
14.2.6 Chute Villages Emergency Planning Representative - B Caddick
14.2.7 King George Playing Fields Representative - C Stock
14.2.8 Wilts County  Rights of Way Officer – E Daly
14.2.9 Chute Link Scheme Representative – B Frost 
14.2.10  Chute PC Representative – Chairman 
15. Clerk.  Confirm the appointment of Mrs M Winterbourne as Clerk to the Council with effect from 1 July 2010.  

16. AOB. Exchange of Information, to include reports from Wilts County Councillor and items for the next meeting.
16.1 Wiltshire Councillor C Howard provided the following written report:
16.1.1 Council Tax.
The rate of Council Tax for 2010/2011 was agreed at the meeting of Wiltshire Council on 23rd February. The rise in the Wiltshire Council element of the Council Tax payable will be approximately 2.5 %, below the current rate of inflation. The Police, Fire and Rescue, and the Town and Parish Council elements have also risen slightly. Various points to note are as follows:

Significant savings have been achieved during the past year following the amalgamation of Wiltshire County Council and the four District Councils. If this had not happened, it is estimated that Council Tax this year would have risen by about 4.9% rather than the 2.5% actually achieved.

Wiltshire Council’s net Budget Requirement this year is £348.335 million, of which £217.763 million is funded by Council Tax and £102.442 from the central government Formula Grant. The balance comes from elsewhere.
The increase in Formula Grant this year was 1.7%, well below the rate of inflation.  Compared to some other unitary authorities, Wiltshire Council has been badly treated. For example, this year Blackburn is to receive an increase of 4.9%, and the East Riding of Yorkshire 4.7%. This has happened before in recent years, and the cumulative effect is that Shire counties such as Wiltshire are being progressively disadvantaged compared to some other authorities.  
16.1.2 Waste Collection and Disposal.   Wiltshire Council had planned to carry out a major consultation exercise on waste collection and disposal. In view of the fact that both the major political parties have announced different policies on this matter, the consultation has been postponed until after the General Election.
16.2 PCSO M Downham provided the following belated written report:   She was due to attend the above meeting this evening unfortunately she was deployed to  a road traffic collision in Tidworth and asked for her  apologies to be passed to the council members.  There were two incidents that that have occurred since the last meeting, an Alarm in Chute Forest which turned out to be a fault with the alarm, and 2 separate road traffic collisions in Lower Chute.
16.3 Cllr Close agreed to complete a Neighbourhood Police Team questionnaire that he had received.
Action:  Cllr Close.
17. Date of future meetings. 
Members confirmed the date of next meeting as the Annual Parish Meeting as Thursday 15th April 2010 and the date of Annual Meeting of the Parish Council as Thursday 20th May 2010. 
There being no further business to conduct the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 20.40pm
Signed:







Date:
Chairman
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Chairman’s initials & date

